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The hill is also home to protected
and rare wildlife species, including
birds such as the Dartford warbler and
nightjar. Amongst the remaining
heather lives some of our most specialised wildlife: strange plants like the
insect-eating sundew; an amazing
variety of insects (the scarce chaser
dragonfly, white legged damselfly, burrowing wasps, the flighty grayling butterfly and silver studded blue); and the
rarest of all our reptiles, the sand
lizard and smooth snake, together
with the adder. This unique diversity is
part of what makes our diminishing
heaths so important.
The site forms part of a larger area
of sensitive heathland that is jointly
managed for nature conservation by
Christchurch Countryside Service, the
RSPB, Dorset Wildlife Trust and the
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation
Trust (ARC). Other parties involved
include the Urban Heaths Partnership
who provide supplementary wardens
for the site.
Through careful management that
balances the needs of all species, the
ARC is working to ensure that the hill,
Town Common and their rich wildlife
heritage are conserved for future generations to enjoy.
The sand lizard is one of Town
Common’s most distinguished inhabitants. The site provides an excellent
opportunity to research this secretive
animal. To help us learn more about
their populations, the HCT is working
with the University of Southampton
to help develop ways of better

A demonstration of rural crafts.

monitoring sand lizards. The results of
this work on Town Common will be
vital in ensuring effective conservation
action for the species throughout the
British Isles.
In 2008 the Friends of St Catherine’s
Hill was established. This group runs a
full programme of events relating to
the site. Annual membership is £3 per
person and events are discounted for
members. The friends organise an
annual history and archaeology day,
when local crafts pertaining to the hill
and its environs are demonstrated,
and guided walks of the hill are given.
The hill today is used extensively by
local people and visitors who enjoy
walking and the natural world.
We feel extremely fortunate to have
St Catherine’s Hill on our doorstep
and the onus is on us to enjoy it, but
also to respect it, so that it will be here
supporting wildlife and providing
recreation for generations to come. n
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